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EAST WHITELAND TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR MEETING 

May 11, 2016 

 

 

William Holmes, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  Richard Orlow, Vice 

Chair, Susan Drummond, Member, Joseph McGrory, Township Solicitor, John Nagel, Township 

Manager, Bill Steele, Asst. Township Manager, Gene Dooley, Police Chief, Cathy Palmer, 

Finance Director, Scott Greenly, Director of Planning & Zoning, Darrell Becker, Township 

Engineer and Maureen Turley, Township Secretary were present.  There were fifteen (15) people 

in the audience at the start of the meeting.   

   

Everyone recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Mr. Holmes stated that the Board conducted an Executive Session prior to the meeting to 

discuss legal and personnel issues. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

 Mr. Orlow made a motion to approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 13, 

2016 as amended.  Ms. Drummond seconded and the vote was unanimous.   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 East Whiteland Township’s monthly Board of Supervisors meetings are currently 

broadcast on Comcast Channel 15 on Sundays at 9 am.  We also stream our 

meeting broadcasts on www.municipalmeeting.com.  We have applications in to 

both Comcast and Verizon to expand our broadcast frequency. 

 Chester County Household Hazardous Waste Event: to be held on Saturday, May 

21st, at Owen J. Roberts Middle School, 881 Ridge Rd, Pottstown, 9 am to 3 pm, 

NO ELECTRONICS WILL BE ACCEPTED - for acceptable items go to 

www.chestercswa.org/documentcenter/view/1475  

 Community Trails Celebration Day – June 4th (Joint Event with Chester County 

and West Whiteland) – Adam Beck & Rosemary Moore (Coordinators) 

 Public Works Facility – Open House – June 18th from 10 am to 2 pm 

 East Whiteland Township Summer Recreation Program will begin June 27th thru 

July 29th at K. D. Markley School, 8:30 am to 11:30 am.  Please register no later 

than June 20th 

 Friends of the Summer State invite you to attend their concert series held on  

Wednesdays, June 15th thru July 6th at 6:30 pm at Valley Creek Park on Route 29 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 None 

http://www.municipalmeetings.com/
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RECOGNITION 

 

 Chief Dooley spoke about the efforts put forth by John Keiper, Asset Protection Agent 

for Wegmans.  Mr. Keiper was responsible for apprehending two individual who were stealing 

from a shopper at Wegmans.  His assistance enabled other municipalities to make arrests against 

these individuals.  Mr. Keiper was presented with a Certificate from East Whiteland Township 

recognizing his efforts. 

 

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND 

TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS 

 

Gary Sheridan, President, EWT Volunteer Fire Association, stated that they responded to 

117 calls, 8 fire and 70 EMS incidents in April.  There were 26 overlapping incidents and 17 

false alarms.  He mentioned that the Fire Board will be conducting fundraising events over the 

next couple of months. 

 

Bill Steele, Public Works Director, stated that the sewer project on Flat Road will begin 

on June 1, 2016 and Flat Road will be closed from 7 am to 4 pm. 

 

Ken Battin, Fire Marshal, stated that Fire Company’s quick response prevented a disaster 

at Bryn Erin.  He advised that we were awarded $50,000 from FEMA for reimbursement from 

the major snow storm.   He envisions us receiving about 75% of that amount.  He also mentioned 

that there was a fire in the Oakhill Circle which was contained to the basement.  

 

John Nagel, Township Manager, advised that our basketball poles, rim and standards at 

the Birch Road park will be removed since it is within the PECO easement.  Residents in that 

area will be notified. 

 

ACCEPTANCE OF THE TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

 Cathy Palmer, Director of Finance provided an overview of the Treasurer’s report as of 

March 31st.   She stated that the real estate revenue is on par with 2015; however, building 

permits are still lagging behind. The staff are holding the line on expenses.   Ms. Drummond 

made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report as of March 31, 2016.  Mr. Orlow seconded and 

the vote was unanimous.   

 

APPROVAL OF THE PAYMENT OF BILLS AND PAYROLL 

 Mr. Orlow made a motion to ratify the payment of bills as of May 11, 2016. Ms. 

Drummond seconded and the vote was unanimous. 
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   NEW BUSINESS 

a. St. Gobain discussion of screening, lighting and floodplain issues.  Mr. McGrory,  

Township Solicitor, advised that the 1995 agreement is not a contract enforceable on the new 

owner.  Mr. Nagel said that as it pertains to the screening, the township’s landscape architect is 

working with St. Gobain.  The landscape architect is suggesting to plant shrubs instead of trees 

along Mill Lane.  Land Concepts believes that trees planted in this area will not survive.  Mr. 

Nagel stated that Mr. Kahn is still waiting for PADEP permit relative to the stabilization to the 

streambank. 

 

 Mr. Nagel spoke to the issue of the parking lot lighting.  Mr. Kahn advised him that 

modifications were made to the LED light standards and, therefore, it has limited the property 

owner’s ability to make them less intrusive.  In an effort to alleviate this problem, Mr. Kahn felt 

that timers on the lights might be able to be adjusted. 

   

 Mr. Lutz reiterated the request concerning the screening of the off-street parking area 

along Mill Lane.  He has requested information and is waiting for feedback from the Township 

so that a review could be made prior to any scheduled meeting.  He questioned whether there is 

an approved landscape plan. Other issues mentioned were the Sidley Road screening and the 

signage at Mill/Sidley Roads.  Discussion ensued.  Mr. Holmes offered to meet with residents. 

  

b. Mr. Holmes made a motion to direct the Solicitor to comply with distributing the 

drafts of the Comprehensive Plan to Chester County, Great Valley School District and 

surrounding municipalities in accordance with Act 247 review process.  Mr. Orlow seconded and 

the vote was unanimous.  

 

c. Mr. Holmes made a motion to advertise a request for bids for the Wilburdale  

Pump Station Replacement project.  Ms. Drummond seconded and the vote was unanimous. 

 

d. Ms. Drummond made a motion to consider an extension of the employment 

agreement for the Township Manager.  Mr. Orlow seconded and the vote was unanimous. 

 

e. The motion to amend the 2016 budget for Valley Creek Park using Costars was 

tabled. 

 

f. Mr. Orlow  made a motion to consider approval of a pension Trust & Custodial 

Services agreement with Broadridge Financial Solutions.  Mr. Nagel stated that additional 

coverage was needed for the volunteers of the pension committees.  Ms. Drummond seconded 

and the vote was unanimous. 

 

g. Mr. Holmes made a motion to advertise a request for bids for 2016  

Township resurfacing project. A list of the roads are attached hereto.  Mr. Orlow seconded and 

the vote was unanimous. 

 

h. Resolution for TDCI supports our request for funds and to authorize 
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submission of a grant application.  Mr. Greenly advised that the funds would be earmarked to 

prepare a Route 30 study which was identified in the Comprehensive Plan.  Mr. Orlow made the 

motion to approve the resolution for TDCI.  Ms. Drummond seconded and the vote was 

unanimous.  

 

i. Motion to approve Solicitor’s rate for environmental matters.  Mr. Nagel advised that  

the firm of Hamburg Mullin has a broad range of experts to cover various issues.  The rate would 

be $300 per/hr.  Ms. Drummond made a motion to approve the Solicitor rate for environmental 

matters as stated.  Mr. Orlow seconded and the vote was unanimous. 

 

j. Motion to approve the final release of escrow funds for 20 Moores Road.  

Messrs. Hoffritz and Chambers, residents, expressed their concerns with the screening and light 

pollution relative to St. Gobain property.  Mr. Orlow made a motion to approve the final release 

of escrow funds for 20 Moores Road.  Ms. Ms. Drummond seconded and the vote was 

unanimous.  

 

k. Ms. Drummond made a motion to adopt Resolution No.14-2016 authorizing the 

 Disposition for Destruction of Records as listed on Exhibit “A”.   Mr. Orlow seconded and the 

vote was unanimous. 

 

l. Mr. Holmes made a  motion to advertise a public hearing on June 8, 2016 for the  

Conditional Use Application of L-COR- Swedesford Square pursuant to Section 200-39D of the 

zoning ordinance.  Mr. Orlow seconded and the vote was unanimous. 

 

m.  Immaculata University Land Development plan for the Student Center at 1145 King  

Road was to discuss the application fee deposit.  Mr. Greenly provided information on how the 

fee is structured and felt that it would be onerous on the University to charge the fee based on the 

entire acreage.  The total area of disturbance would be about two acres.  Mr. Orlow seconded and 

the vote was unanimous. 

 

n.  Motion to approve the Stipulation to Settle the assessment appeal of Cerner  

Health Services property, tax parcel number 42-04-0053.0300, for the 2016 tax year.  Mr. 

McGrory stated that this Settlement agreement has been agreed to by both the county and school 

district.  Mr. Orlow made a motion to approve the Stipulation to Settle the assessment appeal of 

Cerner Health Services property for the 2016 tax year and to authorize the Township Solicitor to 

endorse the agreement.  Ms. Drummond seconded and the vote was unanimous. 

 

PLANS 

  

Uptown Worthington – Amending Preliminary/Final Plan to permit a Phasing Plan at Matthews 

Road in ROC – Regionally Oriented Commercial District.  Ms. Zarro, solicitor for Uptown 

Worthington, stated that the last time this plan was approved was in 2014. However, at that time 

Mr. O’Neill did not post a financial security for that phase.  They are at Phase 3 of the plan and 

propose to move the movie theater to a later phase.   The parking lot was proposed to have a 

parking deck on it but it will not be needed due to the movie theater moving to another phase.  

They will construct the surface portion of the parking lot at this time.  
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Ms. Drummond made a motion to approve the Resolution for Uptown Worthington amending 

the Preliminary/Final Plan to permit a phasing plan at Matthews Road in an ROC district.  Mr. 

Orlow seconded and the vote was unanimous. 

 

Immaculata University – request for waivers from our Stormwater Ordinance to install a 

Basketball court.    Brett MacKay from Chester Valley Engineers asked for five (5) waivers from 

the stormwater ordinance to permit the installation of two basketball courts behind Alumnae 

Hall.  They were trying to come up with a facility that would blend with the landscape.  The 

waivers are concerned with: 1) infiltration; 2) pipe diameter; 3) anti-seep collars; 4) pipe 

materials; and 5) fencing.  Arro has reviewed their plan and has approved the request as stated in 

their letter dated, April 13, 2016. 

 

Mr. Orlow made a motion to approve Immaculata University request for waivers from our 

Stormwater Ordinance to install basketball courts and the request for waivers as outlined in 

Arro’s letter dated, April 13, 2016.  Ms. Drummond seconded and the vote was unanimous. 

 

The meeting recessed at 8:43 pm and re-opened at 8:45 pm 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS  

   

Continued hearing to consider Conditional Use Application by Great Valley Community 

Organization for the disturbance of a manmade steep slopes area at 19 North Bacton Hill Road in 

an I-Industrial Zoning District.  The applicant was asked to investigate whether or not a trail  

easement could be incorporated.  Mr. Walsh, the applicant, determined that the trail connection 

could be added.  The hearing adjourned at 8:47 pm 

 

Ms. Drummond made a motion to consider the Conditional Use Application by Great Valley 

Community Organization for the disturbance of a manmade steep slopes area at 19 North Bacton 

Hill Road in an I-Industrial Zoning District.  Mr. Orlow seconded and the vote was unanimous. 

 

 

The hearing opened to consider the Conditional Use Application by Atwater Commercial 

to allow an office/professional building in the O/BPS sub-district in the Turnpike Interchange 

Overlay District previously approved for a bank pad.   Mr. McGrory advised that he has drafted a 

decision for the Board’s consideration.  The applicant’s solicitor, Louis Colagreco agrees to the 

conditions.   

 

Mr. Orlow made a motion to consider the Conditional Use Application by Atwater Commercial 

to allow an office/professional building in the O/BPS sub-district in the Turnpike Interchange 

Overlay District previously approved for a bank pad.   Ms. Drummond seconded and the vote 

was unanimous. 

 

The hearing opened to consider a Zoning Text amendment from Atwater to increase the height 
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limitation by (10) ten feet from 85 to 95 feet for an office building in an O/BP zoning district.  

Mr. Colagreco mentioned that approval was recommended by the Planning Commission.  The 

reason for the increase in height for lot 13 was to add amenities for Class A office building.  

There is no increase in the square footage (300,000 sf) for the six story building.  

 

Ms. Drummond made a motion to consider the Zoning Text amendment from Atwater to 

increase the height limitation by (10) ten feet from 85 to 95 feet for an office building in an O/BP 

zoning district.  Mr. Orlow seconded and the vote was unanimous. 

 

The hearing adjourned at 9 pm.   

 

 

The Board held the Public Work Session at 9 pm and adjourned at 9:30 pm 

 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Maureen G. Turley, Township Secretary 

 

 

 


