EAST WHITELAND TOWNSHIP
FIRE MARSHALS OFFICE

CAN YOUR ASHES

East Whiteland Township Fire Marshals, in conjunction with Fire Companies around Chester County are
looking to educate our residents and residents throughout the county on the dangers of disposing

fireplace ashes in an improper container or location.

Proper Fireplace Cleaning and Disposal Methods

When you clean your fireplace, there are several things to keep in mind.

1.

You should always place discarded fireplace ashes in a heavy metal container, moisten the
ashes and cover the container with a metal lid. Never use Paper or Plastic Bags or
cardboard boxes in the disposal process. Never use a vacuum cleaner to pick up ashes.

Ashes should be keep in a metal container outside, away from your house, garage or deck
and left to cool. After the ashes have cooled in the metal container, it is necessary to find a
suitable disposal site. Never dump fireplace ashes until they have had at least four days to
cool. Even after that amount of time, a proper place without combustible materials should
be selected. Areas with leaves or wooded areas should be avoided.

Garden areas or flower beds that are away from the house are an ideal location to dump
cooled fireplace ashes, allowing nutrients to return to the soil. Always check the area for dry
leaves or other materials that could be combustible and remove before dumping ashes. Wet
the area down after dumping the ashes.

Remember that coals and ashes from fireplaces and woodstoves can remain hot enough to start a fire
even up to 4 days after the fire was extinguished, and if the ash was placed in a container that is
combustible and placed near the home or garage, its fuel for a fire. Play it fire safe, Can your Ashes



